
HOW TO PREPARE FOR 
HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER CELEBRATION! 

GROUP/UNIT BANNERS 
Bring a GROUP/UNIT banner and if possible a U.S. flag, or Canadian flag, or event a British flag.  The 
British flag is in honor of the trilateral friendship between the United States, Canada & Britain the Peace 
Arch and its history represents. 

GROUP/UNIT banners that are easily read will help everyone recognize your unit and where you are 
from at HATB. Your banner is also essential to show who you are as you walk through the Peace Arch! 
Proudly Proclaim your Unit Affiliation and Hometown. 

Bring a TRADER banner so other traders can easily find you in the crowd. You can find lots of TRADER 
and BANNER ideas on Pinterest. Have fun creating your groups' banners!

Right after your unit passes through the Peace Portal (Arch) be prepared to announce the name of your 
group and your hometown.  Select an individual in your group or everyone can say it together. 

This public speaking opportunity is an excellent opportunity for your group to practice speaking skills! 
You can all give a Big Cheer for your unit and community or select members to introduce your group.

Practice before the event. You will only have 7-10 seconds as you pass by the microphone during the 
parade!

KNOW YOUR FLAG ETIQUETTE 
Review proper flag etiquette. Everyone should give the same respect to both the American, Canadian, 
and British flags. We recognize the British flag since the Peace Arch was built and dedicated to the 
centennial of peace treaty (1814-1914) of Peace between the United States, Canada & Britain.  

Sing, Sing, Sing!  
KNOW YOUR ANTHEMS 

Learn & practice singing the national anthem(s) of the USA, Canada. 

Star Spangled Banner  
Music, lyric & history link http://amhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/ 

O Canada 
Music, lyric, and history link http://canada.pch.gc.ca/eng/1443808632931 

Standing Tall  (the Peace Arch Anthem) 
Learn to sing the unity song lyrics attached 
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Star Spangled Banner 

Oh, say can you see, 
By the dawns early l ight 
What so proudly we hail’d 
At the twilight’s last gleaming. 

Whose bright stripes and bright stars 
Thro’ the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched, 
Were so gallantly streaming. 

And the rockets’ red glare, 
The bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof thro’ the night 
That our flag was sti l l  there. 

Oh say does that star-spangled 
Banner yet wave, 
O’er the land of the free, 
And the home of the brave. 

O Canada 
Words by Judge Adolphe-Basile Routhier
Melody by Calixa Lavallée

O Canada! 
Our home and native land! 
True patriot love in all thy sons command. 

With glowing hearts we see thee rise, The 
true north strong and free! 

From far and wide, O Canada, 
We stand on guard for thee. 

God keep our land glorious and free! 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. O 
Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 



Standing Tall - The Peace Arch Anthem 

Standing tall there for all 
A symbol of freedom, peace, & harmony 
Our fathers eye’s 
Saw troubled times 
So they built a reminder 
For all the world to see 

(chorus)      Children of a common mother, 
We are sisters, we are brothers. 
Children of a common mother, 
Sisters, brothers, it’s all about you and me. 

A sign of hope from sea to sea 
It binds together two countries that are free 
Let’s not forget 
Our precious debt 
For the gift of knowing what it means to be 

(repeat chorus) 

Children of a common mother, 
We are sisters, we are brothers. 
Children of a common mother, 
Sisters, brothers, it’s all about you and me. 

(bridge) 
Canadians and Americans are free 
To show the world our strong diversity, Dwelling in 
unity, 
Canadians and Americans are free. 

(chorus repeat x 5) 

Children of a common mother, 
We are sisters, we are brothers. 
Children of a common mother, 
Sisters, brothers, it’s all about you and me. 
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Be ready to trade! 
TRADES, TRADES, TRADES, MAKE ITEMS TO TRADE 
It will be an exciting day of patch trading, collecting, with your international friends. Be part of 
this international trading and fellowship event so make items to trade with other participants! 
Bring extra patches or create your own unique trades/swaps to bring to the event. 

HATB patch trading fellowship is a unique event where you can trade Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
memorabilia. It is a great place to meet friends and make friendships, acquire items, and learn 
about your hobby.  

Know your history! 
WATCH THE PEACE ARCH RISES DOCUMENTARY (22 MINUTES). 
Learn about the history of the Peace Arch or the history of Hands Across the Border 
Celebration. Learn about the Peace Arch history and personal stories from Americans & 
Canadians who attended the dedication ceremony as children. Click here to see The 
Peace Arch Rises.  

Talk about HATB! 
DISCUSSION/REFLECTION ON THE PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE. 
Discuss with your unit what questions they may have about the Peace Arch. Ask them what they 
would like to ask or tell those they meet from across the border. 

Look at the historic pictures of American & Canadian scouts at the September 6th, 1921 
dedication. Talk about what was life like for kids in 1921. What was it like for the kids who 
participated in the 1921 Peace Arch dedication ceremony?  

If you have an idea on how to help participants get the most from the HATB 
experience please share it with us at info@handsacrosstheborder.info! 
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Tell us your story! 

SHARE YOUR HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER - PEACE ARCH CELEBRATION 
STORY & PHOTOS. 

Did you know that YOU Can HELP US tell everyone why the Hands Across the Border 
Celebration is important! 

We had many wonderful anonymous comments and stories in our surveys. We want to share 
your stories. What are you doing now? How did Hands Across the Border affect you? As we 
move toward the centennial of the peace monument it is more important than ever that collect 
and preserve your personal stories for future generations. 

Here is an example of a personal testimony. 

"For years this event was the highlight of my girl scouting experience. I loved getting to know 
new cultures, troops from far away, and visiting the border of another country. As an adult, I 
see how this experience shaped who I am. I am attending graduate school this fall to study 
international policy, the many celebrations I attended at the Peace Arch with my girl scout 
troop definitely sparked my interest in being a global citizen." 

With your parents' and troop leaders' permission, use your iphone to make a short video (15 - 
30 - 60 seconds) of yourself, your family or your troop or pack. Tell us who you are you, where 
are you from and why wit is important to you, your family, your unit or event scouting. Post 
your video on our Hands Across the Border Facebook Page! Here is a l ink to our 
FACEBOOK PAGE!  
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